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i2 March 1966

The Honorable Kobert 5. MeNamara
Secretary of Defonse

LCeparteient of Defense

Washingten, D. C,

Dear Beb:
t transmit herewith five copies of our study: Thes Rele

of Alrstrikes in Attaining US Objectives in North Vietnar:,
ia aceord with your specific intereats, it

Y, .. presents an anslysis of the Relling Thunder
air sffensive against North Vietnan:, estimates
the physical damage and human casuaitios resulting
from: the air campalgn, and analyses the US and
South Vietnamese sir operations employsd to obtain
thase sffocts. Flinally, the report evaluates the
potential of air attacks as & weapon to achisve the
stated objectives of the Rolling Thunder program, and
considasra alternative courses of action which are bs-
Heved to be more promising ways of achisving the
Rolllng Thuader objectives., For purposes of compari-
son, some capsule evaluations of US experisnce gained
froo: the air wars agalast Japan, Germany, and
North Korea slso ars praseantsd.*

{From ¥Foreword to the Study)

You are, I know, famillar with my concarn adbout how
stretches of bad weather bave interrupted programs of armed
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reconnaissance against transport routes and vehicles in

the DRV and Laos, and about how the enemy has capitaiized
on these holidays to repair darmaged choke points or route

kis t¥alfic arcund them, Hence, it seems to me, that

greater consideration should be given to further development
and use of all-wenther zir interdiction methods and techniques.

You will note that the study doas not include an estimate
of the probable reactions of the DRV and Communiat China to
a postulated new pattern of air attack, as set forth on pages
2«4 and 20-27 of the "Findings and Conclusions.”™ The Board
of MNational Estimates, with the assistance of other elements
of the Agency is preparing such an estimate. It will be coni-
pleted on 23 March.

Additional copies are handed herowith for such internal
distribution as you may wish to do. In this connection may
we draw special attention to the forthright cooperation of the
J«3 {Vice Admiral Mustin) and Director, DIA {Li. General Carroli}).

Sincerely,

Y. ¥. Rabomn

Enclosurey |

cc: The Honorable Cyrus R, Vance
Deputy Secretary of Defense

Retyped O/DCl--W.F.Raborn:ef
Copy 1 - addressee
2 - addressee

3 - Mr. Vance TH.188804
4 - DCL Copy_/.

5 - DDCI

6 - ER ' Ze

7 - D/ONE

Approved For Release 2006/10/11 : CIA-RDP79R00904A001200050013-2



Approved For Release 2006/10/11 : CIA-RDP79R00904A001200050013-2

Q"°

Approved For Release 2006/10/11 : CIA-RDP79R00904A001200050013-2

25¥1




